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WORDS FROM THE WISE 


Aim at depth. 
A thought is deep in proportion 


as it 


is near to God. 


The United Brethren Year-Book, 1885 


WHAT'S INSIDE 


With this issue of the TM we continue 
to hone the serial as a means of 


‘communicating and interpreting the rich 


‘heritage which is the EUB strand of 
United Methodism. 


As you read this issue, you may note | 
there are some small changes in the look | 
of the periodical. While we hope to } 
‘solidify these decisions, for now we are 
"tweaking" things to give you the best 
‘experience possible. 
| Here you will find news (like the fact 
that we are going digital and starting a 
financial campaign), introductions to 
some of our Council members (more to 
be included later), information about our — 
archives, and items of interest like the 
archives report, and an article on pietism 
‘written by the Director of the Center, 
Wendy Deichmann. Welcome to our 
second issue of the new TM. 

Enjoy! 
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GOES DIGITAL 
(Print Option Available) 


Beginning with the Winter 2023 
_ issue, the TM will be published digitally 
_ and available to all members (including 
| life members). It will also remain 


available for those who wish to receive a 
| 


_ print/hard copy mailed to you through 

"the US postal service for a fee of $15 per. 
year (2 issues, the fee for hard copy is 
not included in life memberships). 
The Center is committed to good 

| stewardship of resources in serving our 

| membership. This change has become 
"necessary because of the rising costs of 
"paper, printing services, and mailing. It is 

also the case that digital has, for many, 

_ become the preferred method to access _ 
and store written material. | 


(more on pg. 3) 


EUB HERITAGE, PIETISM, AND RENEWAL 


by Wendy Deichmann 
As our United Methodist Church struggles with partisanship, division, and uncertainty 


‘that in large part gave birth to Methodism, the United Brethren (UB), the Evangelical 
[Association (EA), the EUB and finally, the UMC. As in a rear-view mirror, we glance back 
‘not for the sake of nostalgia, but so we can move forward humbly, prayerfully, and with 
|confidence in God's future. 

The Evangelical United Brethren (EUB) Church, in 1968, brought to a merger with the 
Methodist Church a Christian heritage deeply influenced by German pietism that shaped its 
life and mission. The EUB also contributed to this union 4084 congregations consisting of 
768,099 members, 145 global missionaries, a flourishing Woman's Society, and other 
lassets—far too many to name here.[i] The Methodist Church, easily ten times larger, 
contributed important resources as well and, it should be noted that German pietism also 
informed John Wesley and early Methodism. The purpose of this paper is to focus upon the 
nature of the pietist heritage the EUB Church brought into the merger that formed The 
United Methodist Church (UMC) because it is a vital resource for renewal yet today. 
| What is this German pietism that so characterized the EUB? In 2003, the Center for 


and that still characterized the EUB Church at the time of the merger.lii] These included 
emphases on new life in Christ, ecumenism, cultivation of spiritual community and church 
unity, shared patterns of leadership, and missionary outreach in partnership with 
indigenous leaders. 

Several years later, historian James Stein traced the roots of these pietist qualities 
‘through the EUB's forerunner denominations, the UBC and the EA. He identified the 
emphases that had characterized the earlier movements as new birth and sanctification, 
/holiness of heart and life, personal ethical behavior, encouragement of family and private 
devotions, and prioritization of new life in Jesus Christ over creed.liii] J. Steven O'Malley has 
followed this theme of pietism among the EUB even farther back to the Reformed and 
Radical pietism of western Europe.liv] 

Building on the work of these and other historians, one can assert that the 
|characteristics that the EUB Church inherited from pietism, and brought with it to the 
|merger with the Methodists fall into four general categories: (a) spiritual practices, (b) 
|theological emphases, (c) egalitarianism, and (d) a distinctive missional character. Here we 
|can only introduce these qualities for subsequent conversations about how they can serve 
las precedents or resources for renewal in today’s church. 
| Spiritual Practices: Because the EUB Church was more rural and smaller in size than 
the Methodist Church at the time of the merger, many EUB communities possessed the 
small church capacity to nurture spiritual practices they had inherited from their pietist 
forbears. These practices included the centrality of regular prayer and worship, 

: (more on pg. 4) 
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|about its future, it would be a disservice not to glance back at the nature of the pietist roots | 


/EUB Heritage enumerated several emphases that had been inherited from German pietism, | 


~ FINANCE CAMPAIGN 
BEGINS 


At the April 2023 meeting the 
| Advisory Council of the EUB Heritage 
| Center decided to embark upon a 
financial campaign to procure funding 
to keep the EUB Heritage alive through 
ongoing interpretation, including 
preservation of artifacts and documents, 
as well as support of research. Council 
| members believe that the Evangelical, 
United Brethren and Evangelical United 
| Brethren history and theology continue 
to have significant importance for 
Christianity in the world today. 

The goal of the campaign is to raise 
| four million dollars in cash and legacy 
gifts to undergird this endeavor. The 
campaign will be in several phases—the 
first has a 1.5 million dollar goal and 
concludes in June, 2026. Cash and 
} legacy gifts will be accepted with the 
opportunity to honor and celebrate 


an endowment fund under the 
management of the Council. Gifts are 
currently being received through United 
Theological Seminary, earmarked: EUB 
endowment. 

| Ron Mowry, a retired pastor, is 

| chairing the campaign with the aid of 

| members of the Council. Please support 
| this campaign through diligent prayer, 
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_ Eds. Wendy Deichmann 
Rychie Breidenstein 
Reach us at: tm.eds@united.edu 
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| merely want to talk about the campaign 
| Deichmann. Our EUB past is more than 
| a tradition because it continues to speak 


_ seeking world. 


_ At the same time, we wish to honor 


cee ; Ae| 
individuals. These funds will be placed in | months concerning whether you wish 


and if you would like to help with this 


| noble undertaking through brochure 


design, implementation suggestions or 
contact with possible donors, please 
reach out to Ron at 


ronmowryl947@yahoo.com. Or, if you | 


or desire more information, contact Ron 
or the Center director, Wendy 


a message of hope and piety to a 


TM GOES DIGITAL (cont.) 


the preferences of those who like to 
hold a hard copy in their hands while 
reading. The Center will poll our 
membership within the next few 


to receive the TM in digital format 
only, or have a printed copy mailed 
to you. 

Thank you for helping us navigate 
through this important change! 
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EUB HERITAGE, PIETISM, AND RENEWAL (cont) 
intentional focus upon family and community life, mutual accountability within the 
community (including leaders), and an outgoing, ecumenical outlook. 

Theological emphases: Pietist spiritual practices depended upon the activity of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of the believer and in the community. An emphasis on the work of the Holy 
Spirit infused the EUB doctrines of new birth and sanctification that led to faithful 
\discipleship and true holiness in personal and social relationships. Dependence upon God's 
sanctifying grace through the power of the Holy Spirit also translated into a deep-seated 
commitment to church unity despite differences in opinions about matters not essential to 
salvation. In fact, the “unpartisan” (unparteiische) joining together in ministry by Otterbein, 
Boehm, and others, was the underlying theological concept and attitude that fostered EA 
and UB willingness to join forces with each other in 1946 and with the Methodists in 1968. 
Confidence in the present work of the Holy Spirit allowed the EUB to move forward into 
the future expectant of a “new thing” God was doing even beyond human imagination. This | 
confidence in God's future was historically articulated as expectation of a New Pentecost.[v] 

Egalitarianism in practice: With the glaring exception of the EA's persistent refusal to | 
affirm the call of women to preaching and ordained ministries, EUBs and their predecessors 
were radically egalitarian in social practice. Both forerunner denominations remained 
staunchly anti-slavery from dates of inception, which later translated into anti-racist 
activism post-bellum through the 2Oth century.[vi] The United Brethren sent African 
Americans Joseph and Mary Gomer as missionaries to Sierra Leone in 1871, and ordained 
Ella Niswonger into formal ministry in 1889, sixty-seven years before the Methodists voted 
to ordain a woman with full clergy rights. The Uniting Conference of the EA and the UBC 
in 1946 reaffirmed positions of racial equality held consistently by both predecessor 
denominations. The EUB Church required dismantling of the racist Central Jurisdiction of 
the Methodist Church as a condition of merger in 1968. Less obvious as a matter of 
egalitarianism, but extremely important to note, was the EUB attention to ministries equally 
among adults, youth, children, and families. 

Distinctive Missional Character: One outcome of EUB and predecessor denominations’ 
egalitarianism was a commitment to indigenous leadership in Christian missions. EUBs and 
their predecessors regarded as paramount the raising up of leadership within communities 
receiving the Gospel and a commitment to multiply resources for evangelism. EUBs firmly 
believed in the expeditious decentralization of oversight of mission work among indigenous 
peoples and cooperative partnering in missions with other Christian groups. These 
commitments played out in EUB missions in Sierra Leone, Germany, Japan, China, the 
Philippines, Indonesia, Sudan, Latin America, the Caribbean and elsewhere, including 
widespread initiatives in the USA. 

At this time when the UMC is experiencing division and uncertainty about its future, it is 
important to remember that both the Methodist and EUB predecessor denominations have 
also faced hard times, including painful divisions. Earlier times were different from our own, | 
(more on pg. 5) 
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EUB HERITAGE, PIETISM, AND 
RENEWAL (cont) 

but the spiritual resources available to 
guide us through difficulties are as 
readily available today as they were to 
our ancestors in the faith. A chief 
resource for healing, renewal, and 


pietism. Pietism will not easily solve 
everything. However, just as it was a 
conduit of the Holy Spirit's life-giving 
grace and wisdom among the EUB and 
early Methodist traditions, its theology 
and practice have the capacity to draw 
us closer to the One who is ready to 
heal and lead us forward beyond our 
checkered past and earthly troubles into 
an amazing future that will bring 
reconciliation, new life in Christ, and 
glory to God. 


Notes 

[i] Kenneth W. Krueger, ed., The History of the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church (Nashville: 
Abingdon Press, 1979), 395. 

[ii] Newell J. Wert, “The Spiritual Vitality of the 
Evangelical United Brethren Heritage,” in 


Church (Lanham: The Scarecrow Press, 2007), 
7-10. 

[iil] K. James Stein, “The Pietist Background of 
The Evangelical United Brethren Church,” in J. 
Steven O'Malley and Jason E. Vickers, 
Methodist and Pietist (Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 2011), 11-12. 

[iv] J. Steven O'Malley, “The Theological 
Heritage of Pietism,” in Methodist and Pietist, 
§7-73. 

[v] O'Malley, “Theological Heritage,” 64-72. 
[vi] Wendy J. Deichmann, “True Holiness” as 
Social Practice in the Evangelical and United 
Brethren Traditions: A Legacy for Successor 
Denominations” in Methodist and Pietist, 179- 
189, 
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stalwart hope from within our heritage is | 


Robert L. Frey, ed., The Making of An American | 


INTRODUCING 
The Advisory Council of the EUB 
Heritage Center consists of numerous 
people who give their time to support the | 
| work of the Center in all the many ways 
necessary to keep it a viable and useful 
tool for now and into the future. 

The following are some bios of 
/Council members which have been 
received to date and are presented in 
‘alphabetical order. (More in the next 
T™,.) 

Ken Cochrane-MA, MLIS 

| Kettering, Ohio 

'As the current Director of the Library 
at United, | have the honor and 
privilege of also serving as the 
|Assistant Director of the CEUBH. | 
endeavor to preserve and share the 
rich treasures of EUB history and its 
predecessor denominations with the 
| wider global community of scholars 
and theologians. 

Dee Dee Krumm Heffner 

Tijeras, New Mexico 
‘A home missionary at UB/EUB mission 
'McCurdy for 40 years, | hope the council 
will preserve our rich heritage. | 
| Rev. Mark Jacobs 
| Rhinelander, Wisconsin 
1 grew up in an EUB home. | hope the 
| EUB Heritage Council continues to 

protect and preserve EUB memorabilia. 
Steve O'Malley 

Lexington, Kentucky 
| was baptized in the Evangelical (later 
EUB) Church in Indiana, converted, called, 
and ordained in 1967. Our potential in the 
CEUBH is to recover the distinctive 
theology of our heritage for today. 


Meeting at the Archives by Andy Wood 


Greetings from the Archives! We have so much good news to report. There have been 
several fantastic art donations, including a striking portrait of Bishop Spreng, and a bold 
piece by famed EUB leader and artist Ralph M. Holdeman. More on those in our next TM. 

In late April, we received Salesforce software access to catalog “gift in kind” archival 
donations in a seamless way with the development office. While Salesforce was designed to 
track persons, not objects, we are hopeful that with tweaks it will work to improve donor 
acknowledgment and appreciation. We hope this will be a “win-win.” It should dramatically 
accelerate cataloging of materials, a high priority. This may not thrill the membership, but it 
delights the archivist tasked with collections management. 

We are grateful to Sally Nelson-Olin, who is engaged in an extended reformatting 
project of two of our large EUB Oral History project collections, HC 65 and HC 66. Sally is 
recording cassette tape audio to MP3 files. Thank you, Sally!!! Discussions are also 
underway for a possible new Oral History project, and an EUB Yearbook/Timeline. 

Our former archivist and friend Tim Binkley is working on an exciting project to be 
unveiled soon. We were pleased to assist him with articles from the 1910 Northwestern 
Christian Advocate of Chicago from the original bound copies in our collections. 

We have received a strong collection of sermons and publications from a retired faculty 
member, who also joined the CEUBH and made a financial contribution. So far this is the 
only recent contribution of faculty papers. We would be thrilled to have others. 

Four of us from the library—Ken Cochrane, Mark Condy, Frederick Osei-Manu, and 
myself—recently visited the old Harvard Boulevard campus to take photos of Breyfogel 
Chapel, especially the stained glass. The staff at Omega greeted us warmly on that cold 
and brightly sunny day. The three of us who had never been inside that space were awed 
by its beauty. 

Two important working groups have been and are active. One for the Telescope- 
Messenger and another for marketing and communications on branding and updating the 
CEUBH page on the United.edu website (new photos, including a lovely 1922 photo of the 
Women's Missionary Society of the Evangelical Church!). 

We do want to report a couple of concerns as well. It may be a surprise, but digital 
records must live somewhere, and this entails space and cost issues. Digital records are 
often fantastic for access, but we have also found that our digitization work has met up 
against extreme limitations of the digital storage space on the United drive, requiring a 
sharp slowdown of digitization of newspaper microfilm collections (microfilm is the gold 
standard for preservation, but when newspaper microfilm is reimaged to optical character 
recognition PDFs it can produce files that are nearly 1,OOO MBs). Equally concerning is 
that we have been forced to use temporary storage of digital items on external drives, a 
poor solution from a preservation standpoint. 

Also, some more recent collections are victims of the “era of bad paper,” and need TLC 
and intervention. We hope scon to rehouse the papers of Arthur C. Core, longtime 

(more on pg. 7) 
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Meeting at the Archives (cont) 

professor of church history at the 
seminary. We note that Dr. Core was also 
the “secretary and curator” of the 
Historical Society of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, who managed 
the archives housed in the “Historical 
Society Room,” on the campus of 
Bonebrake Seminary. 

Whatever the good or the bad news 
might be, we continue to collect, 
interpret, and preserve the amazing EUB 
heritage. 


On another note--so to speak-- 
perhaps the most “fun” donation since the 
last TM is a piece of previously unknown 
"Bonebrake" alma mater sheet music. It 
dates to 1913, words and music by Rev. C. 
E. Hetzler. Sarah Blair and | think this is a 
great find, and someone ought to learn to 
sing it! | (Andy) have consulted with Dean 
of the Chapel, Tesia Mallory, regarding 
ways in which this piece might be used to 
‘celebrate EUB Heritage. In case you can't 
make them out, the lyrics read: 


| love the name of Bonebrake, Tis music 
to the ear; It's sound awakes sweet 
memories, To soothe, inspire and cheer; 
When we are sad and lonely When faint 
with strife and grief, This name alone can 
comfort And bring to us relief. 


Her halls to us are sacred, We love to 
linger there, And in our idle fancy, Recall 
the past so fair; Renewing old 
acquaintance, As if ‘twere formed today, 
And thus refreshed press onward, 
Rejoicing on our way. 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


With faith in Him whose promise Is now 
and ever more, Whose truths, our Alma 
Mater, Is teaching o'er and o'er; Spurred 
on by high ideals, Inspired by her we love, 
We're pressing onward upward, to higher 
plains above. 


[Chorus] And we'll be true to Bonebrake, 
| Her teachings be our guide, Our zeal to 
‘spread her culture, Shall win whate'er 
betide. 
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Welcome to the Center for the Evangelical United Brethren Heritage. To join 
the Center and support its work, please fill out the form at the following link. 
Payment is easy, quick, and safe. 

Go to: https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=1148¢c9 

or website: https://united.edu/center-for-the-evangelical-united-brethren- 
heritage-eub/ There click on Membership & Donation. 


Membership types include: 
Member: $25 - $49.99 
Supporting Member: $50 - $499 
Life Member: $500 - $999 
Preservationist: $1000 or more 


All memberships include a subscription to the Center's newsletter, the Telescope- 
Messenger. 


